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English Language Arts: Writing
Item Information and Scoring Guide 
Reference Sheet, Writing Prompt and 
Learning Results, Scoring Guide and 

Training Notes, and Student Responses

NOTE:  Each student’s total writing score is based on a response to the writing 
prompt and the reading/writing response item. (Refer to page C-77 for scoring 
information.)
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Educational 
Assessment (MEA) writing prompt is scored. These pages contain the prompt accompanied 
by the following information.

• Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that 
the item measured

• Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided 
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are 
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point 
scale.

• Student Responses: 

– one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for 
Topic Idea Development

– one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard 
English Conventions

– one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both 
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)
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ID:56420

You find a strange invention. Describe what it looks like and what it does.

Writing Prompt
Learning Results: F-1, G-1, G-2
Standard English Conventions
F     Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken 

English.  Students will be able to
1        edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that show 

and contain
•  few significant errors in the use of pronouns and adjectives.
•  attention to the proper use of adverbial forms and conjunctions.
•  few significant errors in the spelling of frequently used words.
•  no significant errors in the capitalization of words that begin sentences and few significant 

errors in the capitalization of proper nouns and titles.
•  no significant errors in the use of ending punctuation marks and an understanding of how 

to use commas.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking
G    Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to 

present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate 
feelings, knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

1        write pieces and make remarks that begin to use descriptive language that clarifies, enhances,
  and develops ideas.

G    Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to 
present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate 
feelings, knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

2       write stories (or other pieces) that show a definite beginning (introduction), middle (body), and
  ending (conclusion).

Writing Prompt and Learning Results
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Training Notes for Writing Prompt

Student Responses Scored for Topic Idea Development 

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8
This is a well-formed, fluent essay in which the writer uses rich details to develop an overall effect 
that is equally rich. Details are cleverly chosen and applied with an unusual degree of precision. A 
distinctive voice is unmistakable—the writer presents a style and tone that’s best described as “all 
his own.”

Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-10
This is a fully developed essay in which strong details are used to explain the workings of the robot. 
A careful, descriptive tone is sustained throughout the piece, and the writer demonstrates effective 
control of language.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-12
This is a well-developed essay in which the writer demonstrates control through sensible 
organization of relevant, descriptive details. The writer’s voice is clear in a vivid description of two 
important events that might be typical of a day in the life of a cat. Facility of language is strong, and 
this is supported by useful risk-taking in a noticeable effort to “show” rather than “tell.”

Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-14
This essay is moderately developed. The writer presents some descriptive details about the 
unicorn, and although these details are not well developed, a visual quality is achieved. There is a 
clear sense of voice in the way the writer uses descriptive language, and this is one of the essay’s 
strong points. Topic development is not fleshed out and controlled—a characteristic of the 
“4” score point.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-15
This essay is very rudimentary and limited in topic development, development of supporting details, 
and compositional structure. Use of language is ineffective and unsophisticated, and there is little 
variety in sentence structures used.   

Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-16
This essay offers an example of  “little topic development.” Although vocabulary used may seem 
characteristic of a “2” (vortex, penetrated), there are too few details and topic development is weak.
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Student Responses Scored for Standard English Conventions

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-17
There are few errors in conventions in text that is fairly complex—just enough to allow the 
opportunity to demonstrate control. Punctuation is used effectively.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-19
Errors do not interfere with communication, although there are a few in sentence formation 
and spelling. This piece lacks the complexity of a “4”—control of a variety of conventions is not 
demonstrated.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-21
Errors do not interfere with communication, but the text is too rudimentary to allow for 
demonstration of knowledge of conventions.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-22
Errors in spelling interfere with communication in brief, simplistic text. Although this piece can be 
read and understood, the writer demonstrates little control of Standard English conventions in first-
draft writing.

Exemplar Student Response Paper—page B-23

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6
There is a quality of control in this piece that is supported by effective use of humor and 
the writer’s knowledge of the use of subtlety. The writing is organized in such a way that 
each developed, integrated detail sustains strong focus. Language is used to the effect of 
building strong images: “It was a miserable walk partly because the sidewalk was covered 
in slush and partly because it was only ten degrees.” Organizational crafting is evident in 
the way the writer frames the essay within a “connected” opening and end.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4
The writer demonstrates control of Standard English conventions in text that is complex and well 
crafted.
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Student Responses for Topic Idea Development Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1

�



B-8

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-9

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4



B-10

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-11

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

�



B-10

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-11

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4



B-12

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-13

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

�



B-12

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-13

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4



B-14

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-15

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

�



B-14

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-15

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

�



B-16

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-17

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

�



B-16

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

B-17

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 4

Student Responses for Standard English Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Exemplar for Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 and Standard English 
Conventions Score Point 4
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